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Aotearoa Retreat Centre Project Update 
 

Since the last update we shared in September 2020, the project has gathered pace 
quite nicely! We’ve now achieved some of the key initial tasks, and have a wider circle 
of people involved in the project. As the project grows and develops, this circle will also 
need to expand. This is one of the key goals of the project too - to bring together all the 
diverse skills and gifts we all have, and create something beautiful, meaningful and 
enduring for us all. So, keep an eye on these newsletters, and of course our project 
blog, for different ways you can be involved.  
 
Here’s the latest from the Project Team: 
 
Land Purchase 
We’re happy to announce that the big first step towards acquiring a parcel of land for 
the Retreat Centre has been made - yippee! A “pre-purchase agreement” has been 
signed with the owners of a farm in Golden Bay, with the proviso that the land will only 
be purchased once we have obtained Resource and Building Consents for the activities 
we have planned. This essentially gives us 11 months to get our act together and obtain 
the necessary consents from Tasman District Council...it’s going to be a busy year! Once 
successful we will be able to start developing the land in June 2022. 
 
In our previous update, we asked that REN XUE teachers exercise discretion with the 
information on the project blog, and this remains the case for the time being. We are 
having discussions right now with the current owners and starting to contact immediate 
neighbours about our plans and overall vision for the land. Once these initial discussions 
have been completed, we’ll be able to share the project information more widely. We 
feel it is vital, and indeed respectful, that we create our plans for the Retreat Centre in 
conjunction with those people who will be living right next door to us! Here’re the blog 
details again: 
 
www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org   
Password: RenXue2020 
 
First steps towards a REN XUE Village 
One of the key strands of this project is to establish a “REN XUE Village” adjacent to the 
Retreat Centre site, where people can live together according to REN XUE values and 
principles. This strand of work has been discussed by one of our Working Groups (see 
more details below) and has led to some planning work being done to see how we 
might start the “REN XUE Village” in the very near future (rather than wait for the Retreat 
Centre to be built in 2+ years). 
 

http://www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org/
http://www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org/
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Put simply, this is a great opportunity for those who feel ready to make a move towards 
REN XUE community living, and be part of the initial process of establishing how a “REN 
XUE Village” actually works. If you’d like to know more about this offer, and would 
potentially be ready to “move in” so to speak, see the detailed information on the 
project blog. 
 
Appointment of Architects 
Anyone who has been involved in a construction project of any size will understand the 
important role your architect(s) plays. With this in mind we’ve taken extra time and care 
with the appointment of our architects, and are happy to announce that Steve Campbell 
(based in the Sunshine Coast, Australia) and Stephan Meijer (based in Motueka, NZ) will 
work in collaboration on this project. Further details about Steve and Stephan can be 
found on their respective websites (see below) - needless to say we’re really excited 
about the broad range of skills and experience they will collectively bring to this project. 
 

   
Steve Campbell 
I feel very honoured to be part of this exciting REN XUE project, to me it is the most 
meaningful and important project I have ever been involved in. I will endeavor to do my 
very best and very much look forward to working with such an amazing group of people 
that are working together as one to bring this project to fruition. 
www.stevecampbelldesign.com.au  
 

 
Stephan Meijer 
I am very honoured and excited to work on the design of the new Ren Xue Center and very 
much looking forward to collaborating with Steve and all other parties involved to achieve 
the best outcome for everyone. I am very confident we are able to uplift people's lives by 
establishing a retreat center in beautiful Golden Bay. Although it might be a long process, I 
will use all my skills, experience and local knowledge to make the process as smooth as 
possible. 
www.smal.co.nz  
 
The first significant milestone we have in the consenting process is a pre-application 
meeting with Tasman District Council. Steve and Stephan will now be working towards 
producing some initial concept designs for this meeting, which we are aiming to have in 
March 2021. 

http://www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org/
https://www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org/ren-xue-village.html
http://www.stevecampbelldesign.com.au/
http://www.smal.co.nz/
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Working Groups Update 
Over the last three months we’ve established two working groups to support and guide 
our project in the areas of Farming, and Village life. Soon we’ll have a third working 
group, focussed on the design aspects of the Retreat Centre and other related 
buildings. Huge thanks to all of those who have given their time voluntarily to be 
involved thus far.  It’s great fun to be building this dream together, and the working 
groups are definitely a case of “the more the merrier”! 
 
If you’d like to be involved, just get in touch with Ollie Clifton our Project Coordinator - 
ollieclifton@gmail.com. All our meetings are via Zoom, so if the timing is not quite right 
for you we can send you the notes and Zoom recording afterwards. 
 
Summer Holidays in Golden Bay?? 
Last but not least, if you happen to be in Golden Bay over the summer and would like to 
check out the Retreat Centre location...get in touch. Catherine and James Alker will be 
mostly around and having a summer holiday at home, so get in touch with them directly 
and go say hello: 
Contact: catherinealker@gmail.com  

 

http://www.aotearoaretreatcentre.org/
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